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Possum Magic Excursion 
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Murray Darling Cross Country 
Euston 
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Mrs Wall at Principal’s Meeting Broken 
Hill 
UNSW Science Test 
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Mrs Wall at Principal’s Meeting Broken 
Hill 
Quality Sports Pooncarie 
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Eisteddfod Verse Speaking 
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Writing Workshop with    
 visiting author 
Mrs Farley Reading to Learn 
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School Cross Country  
Once again we had a successful cross country event down at the 
Ellerslie Golf Club. Thank you to all the parents who came to help 
on the day, especially Kirrily and Rohan McMahon who checked 
the course for us and marked the track. All the training that the 
children have been doing certainly paid off with 17 children 
making the Small Schools team. The children will be competing 
at Euston next Wednesday 28th June. Mrs Wall will be meeting 
the children there. The other children will have school as normal. 

    
Owen Lambert and Brittany Martin putting in a great effort 
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Bradley finishing the course 
 

 
Stacey and Rachel timing at the finish line 
 
Active After School  
Active After School has started once again.  It 
has been great to see good numbers of 
children joining in, with an average of 20 each 
session. This term we will be running the 
Active After School sessions on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 2:45 to 3:45. Mrs Farley will 
be running the Tuesday session and Kirrily 
McMahon will be running hockey based 
activities on Thursdays. Thank you for 
remembering that we start school a little earlier 
at 8:50, as well as taking a little time off recess 
and lunch. Part of the Active After School 
program is to encourage healthy eating so any 
donated fruit items would be gratefully 
received.  
 
National Assessment Program  
The National Assessment ran very smoothly 
last week. We had all children present which 
was great. The Year 3 and 5 children applied 
themselves well and all tried their very best, 
using their time wisely. The Year 4 and 6 
children worked well in the K-2 room and were 
well behaved.  

 Hockey Clinic  
On Wednesday 7th May the Sunraysia Hockey 
Association ran a hockey clinic for the 3-6 class. 
Alison Curry taught the students some basic skills. 
The class really enjoyed the activities. If anyone is 
interested in playing hockey on the weekends 
please ask Kirrily McMahon for further information. 
 

 
Learning how to hold the hockey sticks 
 

  
Kyle and Bekky                Rebekah tackling to get the          
                                         ball 
 
Teacher Professional Development  
During this term our teacher have been involved in 
some really useful and inspirational professional 
development. Both Mrs Farley and Mrs Wall 
attended an Austswim training course run by the 
DET Sports Unit. This training will be very useful 
for our Intensive Swimming program. 
 
Mrs Farley spent three days in Melbourne last 
week at the 2008 Classrooms@Work - Teachers 
Make the Difference Hawker Brownlow Education 
5th Annual Thinking and Learning Conference. 
This is an inspirational conference that always has 
prominent speakers from Australia and overseas. 
Mrs Farley has come back with lots of great ideas 
to use in her lessons. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Friday 16th Mrs Wall joined teachers from 
other local schools in a workshop based on 
Authentic Quality Assessment. This was run by 
one of the International speakers who had been 
at the Melbourne Conference. During the day 
we were able to compile performance tasks and 
assessment activities that can be used in our 
schools. This day was funded by Country Areas 
Program. 
 
Year 6 Mother’s Day Flowers  
Year 6 would like to thank everyone for 
supporting their Mothers Day Flower stall. They 
raised $ 194 towards their Canberra Excursion. 
They would especially like to thank Kirrily and 
Edna McMahon who planted extra flowers 
especially for this fundraiser, picked the flowers 
and brought them down to the school and 
helped put them into bunches. 

 
 
Eisteddfod Verse Speaking  
The school has entered the classes into the 
Verse Speaking sections at the Mildura 
Eisteddfod this year. Each class will perform two 
contrasting poems. It would be really great if 
parents could help them memorise and practise 
their poems each night. The children are starting 
to sound very good and we are concentrating on 
enunciation of words and expression. We have 
entered as this is a very good activity for 
improving oral speaking techniques, and for 
confidence when talking in front of an audience.  
 
The Verse Speaking Competition will be on 
Monday 2nd June. The Infants will perform in the 
morning at 9:30am and the primary class in the 
afternoon session at 1:30pm. I would really 
appreciate it if parents could complete the 
attached form regarding transport. As there is 
often limited room at the Arts Centre and 
because of the time difference we are thinking it 
would be better to take the children in separately 

for each session. We would especially like the 
primary class to be focused and settled before 
we get there. There will be a small charge for 
parents to enter and watch. 
 
Quality Sports  
Quality Sports is on next Friday 30th May at 
Pooncarie. Students will be learning about 
athletics, archery and another sport. These are 
always very good sessions where the students 
have the opportunity to work with qualified 
coaches with expertise in these sports. Students 
will need to be taken to Pooncarie by private 
transport. They may go straight to and from 
Pooncarie rather than coming to school. The 
Pooncarie P & C will be catering on the day. 
Please complete the attached permission note 
and lunch order to assist with catering. 

 
Possum Magic Excursion  
Tomorrow Friday 23rd May we will taking the 
children to see a Possum Magic performance at 
the Arts Centre and to visit the Mildura Lock. Mr 
Neeson from Fisheries will be talking to the 
children about the operation of the lock and the 
fish ladders. Mrs Jane Lambert will be driving 
the bus for the excursion.  
Our timetable will be: 
9:30     Depart school 
10:20   Park for Play  Recess & play 
11:10   Leave to go to Arts Centre 
11:30   Possum Magic Performance 
12:30   Travel to Lock areas for lunch 
  1:00   Meet Mr Neeson at Mildura Lock 
  2:00   Depart Mildura 
  3:00   Arrive back at school 
Thank you to Graham Wall who will be picking 
the bus up from Mildura and Wendy Robertson 
who will be returning it for us. 
 
Children will need to take their recess, lunch 
drink bottles (two would be good) hats and full 
school uniform. Mr Mercer, Keren and Mrs 
Farley will be accompanying the students on the 
excursion. 
 
Tree Lopping  
Mildura Tree Service will be at the school on 
Friday 23rd May. They will be trimming some of 
the trees to allow access for the new building; 
removing a limb that has overgrown the old 
swing frame; stump grinding and removing the 



  
 
 
 
 

large gum tree near the teacher residence. 
Unfortunately this tree has to be removed as it has 
become dangerous. About one third up it divided 
into four large limbs which are showing evidence 
of strain and weakness at the bases. If any of 
those limbs were to fall there could be harm to 
students and staff, and damage possibly to the 
fence, sullage pump, residence shed and house. 
 
New Technology / Library Centre  
We have been contacted by HADEN regarding the 
installation of the building. It has been scheduled 
for Friday 30th May. This is good timing as the 
children will be away in Pooncarie and not in 
harms way while the works are being carried out.  
 
Community Water Grant  
The plumbers have completed the work for the 
Community Water Grant. In this project we have 
had dual flush toilets installed, new bubblers, self 
timing taps, a new rainwater tank on the K-2 
classroom, a new tank near the COLA with pump 
and realigning some plumbing. These measures 
will mean that we not only collect extra water but 
make better use of the water that we have. 
 

 
P & C 
Mother Day Raffle  
Thank you to everyone who sold their tickets. The 
raffle raised $258. The prize winners were  
1st  Kay Strachan           Bathroom Set 
2nd  Wendy Robertson    Throw Rug 
3rd  Richelle Hinks          Patchwork cushions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Future Dates  
 
Term 2 
                                            
Friday 23rd May         -    Possum Magic    
                                       Performance 
            -    Tree Lopping 
 
Wednesday 28th May -  Murray/Darling Cross   
                                      Country – Euston 
Thursday 29th            -   Broken Hill Principals   
                                      Meeting 
                                      UNSW Science Test 
Friday30th May          -   Quality Sports Pooncarie 
                                      Broken Hill Principals   
                                      Meeting 
Monday 2nd June      -    Eisteddfod 
Thursday 5th June     -   Writing Workshop with    
                                      visiting author 
                                      Tamie at Reading to Learn 
Friday 6th June        -    Writing Workshop with    
                                      visiting author 
                                      Tamie at Reading to Learn 
Thursday 12th June -    UNSW Spelling &     
                                       Writing Test 
Friday 27th June       -    Small Schools Athletics               
                                      Carnival -Dareton 
 
Term 3 
Tuesday 29th July    -     UNSW Mathematics     
                                      Test 
Tuesday 12th August-    UNSW English Test 
Wednesday 27th Aug-   UNSW Computer Skills   
                                      Test 
…………………………………………………………. 
                                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
         
 
 


